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15-013 ORLEANS B EAS.63 
NR HD, 1999 
Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 10 Depot Road 
Historic Name: Smith —- Doane House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1850, ca. 1885 
Source: deeds, historic maps 
Style/Form: Queen Anne/front gable, side passage 
Architect/Builder: Earl Etson Ryder, builder 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn (attached) 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Veranda & Queen Anne-style ornament, ca. 1885 
Rear fireplace wing added, mid-20"" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.40 


Setting: The house is situated in the town center at a 
major intersection on the state highway opposite the town 
hall and fire & police services. It is also opposite Windmill 
Green on Depot Street. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 


The Smith — Doane House, built in ca. 1875, is a two-story wood frame front-gable house with a three-bay front fagade and a 
side-hall plan. Typical of the period, the design of the house retains a residual Classicism with pilasters in the corners and a 
broken-bed pediment in the gable. However, the scale of the Greek details is slimmer and less pronounced. Despite the 
address, its front fagade faces the state highway with an entrance framed by sidelights and pilasters on one side and a bay 
window with two front windows on the other. Three windows are evenly spaced across the second story with two smaller attic 
windows in the gable. The presence of a staircase in the entry is expressed in a blank section of the north wall on the exterior; 
two windows on the rear of the wall are visible on the second story as the first story is concealed within a one-story addition. A 
one-story cross-gable kitchen wing is appended of the south side of the house with its own entrance on the recessed front 
fagade. A small story-and-a-half barn behind the house is linked to it by a one-story, gable roof back house. The barn has been 
converted to garage use. In ca. 1885 the house was renovated as a summer cottage with picturesque elements added, 
particularly a veranda with turned posts, scroll-sawn braces and a spindle frieze spanning the entire front fagade. The front gable 
was embellished with bosses added to frieze boards along the raking edge and a spindle screen in the apex. Bay windows 
pushed out from the envelope on the front and sides and a one-story wing was added on the north. More recently, a one-story 
wing has been added to the rear, presenting a wide brick chimney on the fagade facing Depot Street. 


Although once part of a much larger property, the house now occupies a lot of less than a half-acre. It is set back from the 
highway and side lot lines by lawns with mature plantings. The rear of the parcel is paved for parking. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

According to the National Register Nomination Form for the Eastham Center Historic District (1999), the property at 10 Depot 
Street was built for Elijah E. Knowles between 1838 and 1858 when, at the latter date it was pictured on the Map of Barnstable 
County. Born in 1811, Elijah E. Knowles (1811-1891) was the son of Harding and Margery Knowles. He married twice; first to 
Mercy Myrick in 1841 and later to Tabitha Holbrook. Knowles served as postmaster from 1841 to 1843, was a member of the 
Town Hall building committee in 1851 and acted as assistant assessor of internal revenue from 1863 until the division was 
abolished. He also was elected to the state legislature three times between 1844 and 1855 and was a principal proponent of the 
Cape Cod Central Railroad.’ In the 1850s he kept a store at his house, but at that is depicted north of 10 Depot Street on the 
state highway (not extant). And, it appears that the Depot Street house did not exist until after he sold the corner parcel to Lois 
Rice Ryder, wife of the builder Earl Etson Ryder, in 1872. Six years later Lois Ryder sold the house and 0.75-acre lot to Charles 
H. Smith for $1700 with the deed stating that the land had been conveyed to her by Elijah E. Knowles, “buildings and 
improvement erected since.” That being the case, the house likely was built by Earl Etson Ryder (1812-99), who lived with his 
wife and family at nearby 90 Samoset Road. Ryder was born in the Plymouth County town of Halifax about 1813; he married 
Maine native Lois M. Rice in Boston and lived in Barnstable and Middleboro. He was best known as a bridge, wharf, and depot 
builder for the Old Colony Railroad and probably came to know Eastham in the course of that work.” 


Born in Eastham in 1850, Charles H. Smith was the son of Dean Smith and Rebecca Cole Smith. His father, a carpenter, and his 
younger brother Dean H. had died of consumption within months of each other in 1853, and he, his older sister Mary E., and his 
widowed mother moved in with the family of his maternal grandparents, Joshua and Clarissa Smith Cole. Mary E. Cole was 
fifteen when she died in 1863, and Charles H. remained with his mother in his grandparents’ house until he married in 1871. His 
first wife, Wellfleet native Charlotte A. Doane, died of consumption in 1876, and in January 1878 he married Mary G. Smith of 
Orleans, the daughter of Clarendon and Effa Smith. Two months later he bought the 10 Depot Road house and lot, and the 
name “C. Smith” is attached to the house on this site on the 1880 Eastham map. But then Smith also died of consumption, in 


' Simeon L. Deyo, ed., History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 1620-1890 (1890, 736. Obituary, Boston Globe, 3 March 1891. 
? Elijah E. Knowles to Lois M. Rider, Middleboro, 2 April 1872, BCD 113:299; Lois M. Rider to Charles H. Smith, 25 March 1878, BCD 132:438. 
See “Earl E. Ryder,” Boston Journal, 12 August 1899, 2, for background on him; whether he was related to the Eastham Ryders is not yet 
known. 
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September 1882, and, though a deed recording the transaction has yet been found, by about 1884 the 10 Depot Road property 
had been acquired by Stillman Pratt Doane (1841-1915). 


Born in Eastham in 1841, Stillman P. Doane was the son of John Doane (1815-93) and Abigail F. Cobb Doane and was a 
mariner early in life. In 1863 he was still going to sea when he married Catherine R. Mayo (1843-1915), daughter of Freeman D. 
and Bathsheba Smith Mayo of Eastham. By 1870, according to the census, he was a fisherman with $750 in real property and 
living with his wife and two daughters Jenny and Clara on the northern part of Bridge Road. But he was also listed in the same 
census in Providence, Rhode Island, where he worked initially as a teamster; by 1880 he was running a fish market in that city. 
Daughter Clara died when she was two years old, in 1873, and by 1884 the Doanes had three more daughters, Louise M., Katie 
R. (Kitty), and Harriet. 


Stillman Doane and his family summered at the 10 Depot Road house, and he is listed in the 1901 directory as a Providence 
resident with a summer home at the corner of Main Street and Depot Road. Town assessor’s records for 1902 taxed him on this 
house, valued at $800, a barn, a “mill and tower” valued at $500, and his late father’s house, barn, and outbuilding, and 20.5 
acres. By 1910 Doane had retired and was living in Providence with his wife, adult daughters Louise and Hattie (Jennie had died 
in 1894), and married daughter Kitty Covell, who had married Baptist cleric Phanuel Covell of Providence in 1908, and their son 
Stillman Doane Covell. 


In early May 1915 Stillman Doane died at his winter home in New Smyrna, Florida, and his wife died less than two months later. 
In September 1929 the administrator of his estate, married daughter Hattie Watson, who owned adjacent property, sold 10 
Depot Road at auction to her sister and brother-in-law, Phanuel B. and Kitty Covell, who also owned bordering property. The 
Covells sold it back to Watson and her husband Walter the next day. About a year later the Watsons sold the property, except 
for the barn, to Warren Leigh Wilson and his wife Julia.* Born in Chicago in 1896, Wilson was a driller at Fore River Shipbuilding 
Company in Quincy in 1918 and married Julia Emily Dyke of Boston in 1919. She was a teacher, and her father George D. 

Dyke, of the weighing and marine surveying firm Dyke, Shute and Company, had bought a house and land on Long Pond in 
Eastham in 1909. Warren Wilson had been working for Campbell Soup Company in Camden, New Jersey, at the time of the 
stock market crash, and in 1929 the Wilsons and their young children Ernest Clyde and Edith came to live in Eastham in a house 
Daniel Sparrow rented to them on Nauset Road. Wilson worked first as a dairyman for the Harwich Inn, where his wife was the 
proprietor, in 1929, and then for Orleans baker Clarence Knowles.* By 1937, however, they had lost the 10 Depot Road house to 
foreclosure and were living on Samoset Road, probably in the house her parents had acquired; Julia’s widowed mother M. 
Eugenia Dyke lived on Samoset Road in 1929. Son Clyde, nicknamed Monk, joined the Navy as a radio operator in 1940; 
Warren Wilson, who traveled widely for work, also joined the Navy and was killed when his vessel was torpedoed in the 
Caribbean in April 1942.° 


In September 1939 Home Owners Loan Corporation sold 10 Depot Road to William G. Rodd of Milton, whose family owned the 
property for the next seventeen years. It changed hands four times more until 1985, when Edward H. and Donna P. Macomber 
of Orleans acquired it in 1985; they conveyed it in 2000 to their corporation Depot LLC.® 
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